
DESIGNER WINERIES 9998 DESIGNER WINERIES

The most fascinating works of contemporary architecture in Tuscany are 
the many designer wineries scattered across the Chianti countryside, 
the Valdarno Aretino area and the Tyrrhenian coast. In the best-known 
areas, including Fonterutoli, Castelgiocondo, Collemassari, Badia a 
Coltibuono,  the most prestigious Tuscan wine estates, such as those 
owned by the historic Antinori and Frescobaldi, Ferragamo and Bulgari, 
Mazzei and Bertarelli families, were designed by the great international 
names of architecture: the celebrated Renzo Piano in Giuncarico 
(Gavorrano) and Mario Botta in Suvereto, the well-known Marco 
Casamonti in Bargino (San Casciano Val di Pesa) and Alvisi Kirimoto 
in Palazzone (San Casciano Bagni), which was awarded the Tuscany 
Architecture Prize in 2017. Most of these “temples to winemaking” 
are part of the Toscana Wine Architecture network and, in some cases, 
feature site-specific installations and precious art collections.
These beautiful works of architecture of high technical and aesthetic 
quality, which are perfectly integrated with the wonderful Tuscan 
countryside landscape and top winegrowing areas, provide the greatest 
evidence of this land’s creative and entrepreneurial spirit. 

1.1.  Bargino, San Casciano Val di PesaBargino, San Casciano Val di Pesa  -  Firenze - Firenze  | | 2.2. Castellina in Chianti Castellina in Chianti  -  Siena - Siena
3.3. Serra all’Olio, Riparbella Serra all’Olio, Riparbella  -  Pisa - Pisa   | | 4.4. I  Pianali, Donoratico I Pianali, Donoratico  -  Livorno - Livorno
5.5. Suvereto Suvereto  -  Livorno - Livorno   | | 6.6. Capoliveri, Isola d’Elba Capoliveri, Isola d’Elba  -  Livorno - Livorno   | | 7.7. Gavorrano Gavorrano  -  Grosseto - Grosseto
8.8. Castiglione della Pescaia Castiglione della Pescaia  -  Grosseto - Grosseto   | | 9.9. Montiano, Magliano In Toscana Montiano, Magliano In Toscana  -  Grosseto - Grosseto  
10.10. Montalcino Montalcino  -  Siena - Siena  | | 11.11. Cinigiano Cinigiano  -  Grosseto - Grosseto  | | 12.12. Poggio la Mozza Poggio la Mozza  -  Grosseto - Grosseto  
13.13. Montepulciano Montepulciano  -  Siena - Siena   14.14. San Casciano dei Bagni San Casciano dei Bagni  -  Siena - Siena  | | 15. 15. MontalcinoMontalcino-  Siena- Siena 
1616.. Gaiole in ChiantiGaiole in Chianti  -  Siena - Siena || 1717.. Arezzo Arezzo | | 18.18. San Giustino Valdarno San Giustino Valdarno  -  Arezzo - Arezzo
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    www.architetturatoscana.it/architettura-in-toscana-dal-1945-ad-oggi/www.architetturatoscana.it/architettura-in-toscana-dal-1945-ad-oggi/
    www.premio-architettura-toscana.itwww.premio-architettura-toscana.it
    www.winearchitecture.itwww.winearchitecture.it
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    www.antinorichianticlassico.itwww.antinorichianticlassico.it
    www.antinoriartproject.it/www.antinoriartproject.it/
    www.winearchitecture.it/cantine/cantina-antinoriwww.winearchitecture.it/cantine/cantina-antinori

    www.fonterutoli.itwww.fonterutoli.it
    www.winearchitecture.it/cantine/cantina-castello-di-fonterutoliwww.winearchitecture.it/cantine/cantina-castello-di-fonterutoli

Mazzei Winery- Fonterutoli

The Antinori family has been producing wine for over six hundred 
years, since 1385, when Giovanni di Piero Antinori joined the Florentine 
Winemakers’ Guild. The winery, designed by Marco Casamonti, is an 
innovative work of architecture, based on a deeply-rooted bond with the 
land, a low-environmental impact and high-energy saving building. 
The Antinori Art Project was started in 2012, as a natural extension of the 
family’s art collecting tradition,  though shifting towards contemporary art 
and artists, such as Yona Friedman, Tomàs Saraceno, Giorgio Andreotta 
Calò, Stefano Arienti.

ANTINORI WINERY IN CHIANTI CLASSICO
1  SAN CASCIANO VAL DI PESA, FLORENCE

ARCH. MARCO CASAMONTI, STUDIO ARCHEA ASSOCIATI, ING. HYDEA

Antinori Winery

Via Cassia 133, Bargino, San Casciano Val di Pesa - Florence

The Mazzei Winery is located in Fonterutoli, in the town of Castellina 
in Chianti, and stands out for its classic-contemporary style, functions 
and spaces. Designed by architect Agnese Mazzei, the building blends 
harmoniously in with the environment, the landscape and the ancient village. 
Visitors are taken on an increasingly surprising tour through the whole winery 
and down to the lowest floor, the 15-meter-deep barrique cellar which 
conveys the feeling of a nearly sacred space. Owned by the Mazzei family 
since 1435, Castello di Fonterutoli makes top-quality Chianti Classico wines 
in the hills and vineyards of the Siena countryside. 

MAZZEI WINERY - FONTERUTOLI 
2  CASTELLINA IN CHIANTI, SIENA

ARCH. AGNESE MAZZEI

Fonterutoli, Castellina in Chianti - Siena
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    www.caiarossa.comwww.caiarossa.com
    www.winearchitecture.it/cantine/cantina-caiarossawww.winearchitecture.it/cantine/cantina-caiarossa

    www.argentiera.euwww.argentiera.eu
    www.winearchitecture.it/architetture/tenuta-argentiera-architetto-toriwww.winearchitecture.it/architetture/tenuta-argentiera-architetto-tori

Caiarossa Winery Tenuta Argentiera Winery

Strada di Montescudaio 59, Serra all’Olio, Riparbella - Pisa

Nestled in the heart of the Val di Cecina area, Caiarossa winery produces 
top-quality wines according to biodynamic and organic practices. The 
area’s winegrowing tradition, which traces back to the Etruscan age, is 
reflected in the eyes of Dionysus, the winery’s symbol. While biodynamic 
farming is practiced in the vineyards, winemaking is inspired by geo-biologic 
architecture and by the Oriental Feng Shui philosophy, applied at Caiarossa 
by architect Michaël Bolle, who took care of every single detail, from shapes, 
colors, lights, materials to orientation.  As a matter of fact, due to a project 
that exploits the terrain’s natural inclination, the winemaking process is 
based on the principle of gravity. 

CAIAROSSA WINERY 
3  RIPARBELLA, PISA

ARCH. MICHAËL BOLLE

Via Vecchia Aurelia 412/A, I Pianali, Donoratico - Leghorn

The Argentiera Winery building features elements typical of military 
structures, with thick and slanting walls in order to harness natural thermal 
conductivity and bring out the building’s strength and natural elegance. 
The winery serves as a place of production activity, but is also a fascinating 
work of architecture perfectly integrated with the landscape which is the 
true element of surprise and enjoyment. Externally, the building is set in lush 
lawns and olive groves which cover the hill  while maintaining its identity and 
autonomy as one of the area’s most significant landmarks. 

ARGENTIERA WINERY 
4  DONORATICO, LEGHORN

ARCH. BERNARDO TORI
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    www.petrawine.itwww.petrawine.it
    www.winearchitecture.it/cantine/cantina-petrawww.winearchitecture.it/cantine/cantina-petra

Petra Winery

San Lorenzo Alto 13, Suvereto - Leghorn

A modern and functional structure, Petra Winery produces wine in the Val 
di Cornia hills, though with deep respect for the environment. Designed 
by Mario Botta, the winery was carved into the hillside and has become an 
integral part of the landscape. The natural light, which filters into all the 
rooms of the large cylindrical building covered with Prun stone, spreads 
through the imposing staircase leading to a balcony with breathtaking view 
of the Tyrrhenian Sea and its islands. As “the place of ancient stones”, the 
winery is the favorite destination of visitors who see the wine experience as a 
way to partake of the genius of nature  and man’s hard work. 

PETRA WINERY 
5  SUVERETO, LEGHORN

ARCH. MARIO BOTTA 

    www.fattoriadelleripalte.itwww.fattoriadelleripalte.it
    www.winearchitecture.it/architetture/fattoria-ripalte-architetto-scarpawww.winearchitecture.it/architetture/fattoria-ripalte-architetto-scarpa

Tenuta Ripalte Winery

Ripalte, Capoliveri, Isola d’Elba - Leghorn

Elba’s Tenuta delle Ripalte winery, by architect Tobia Scarpa, is a building 
designed for the production of about 120,000 bottles  of wine, which meets 
some basic needs: a work of architecture perfectly integrated with the 
surrounding environment and  reflecting a dialogue between the dry stone 
walls and the island’s mineral deposits, between the terraces used to sun-
dry the grapes and the vast expanse of the Tyrrhenian sea with the Island of 
Montecristo in the foreground, the exposed stone walls and the surrounding 
mining tunnels . With a few measured moves, Tobia Scarpa has conceived an 
efficient production facility in an area of great landscape value. 

TENUTA RIPALTE WINERY 
6  ISOLA D’ELBA, LEGHORN 

ARCH. TOBIA SCARPA 
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    www.roccadifrassinello.itwww.roccadifrassinello.it
    www.winearchitecture.it/cantine/rocca-di-frassinellowww.winearchitecture.it/cantine/rocca-di-frassinello

Interior of the  Rocca di Frassinello Winery

Giuncarico, Gavorrano - Grosseto

Elegant and streamlined, the winery by Renzo Piano was designed to 
ensure the highest quality of wine. The architect enhanced the building’s 
functionality by focusing on the use of gravity in the winemaking process. 
The barrique cellar is a large 40x40-meter square featuring a huge floor 
without any supporting columns. At Rocca di Frassinello, visitors can learn 
all about Maremma’s age-old winemaking traditions at the experiential 
museum “Etruscans and wine at Rocca di Frassinello”, inaugurated in 2015 
and designed by architect Italo Rota. 

ROCCA DI FRASSINELLO WINERY 
7  GAVORRANO, GROSSETO 

ARCH. RENZO PIANO 

Le Mortelle Winery

Ampio Tirli, Castiglione della Pescaia - Grosseto

Le Mortelle Farm is located in the 
heart of the lower Maremma area, 
near Castiglione della Pescaia. The 
estate, owned by the Antinori family, 
is part of a larger complex called La 
Badiola, spotted on maps by King 
Leopold II back in the mid-1800s 
and later on reclaimed by the House 
of Habsburg-Lorrain. The winery is 
situated on the top of a hill which 
dominates the estate. Most of the 
building develops below the ground 
floor so as to reduce environmental 
impact as much as possible and was 
built by using natural materials and 
harnessing the thermal conductivity 
of the underground rocks.  The 
cylindrical shaped building spreads 
across three levels: all the steps 
of winemaking stages are carried 
out inside, from the sorting out of 
grapes to vinification, from storage 
to wine ageing in the underground 
barrique cellar. 

LE MORTELLE 
FARM 

8  CASTIGLIONE 
DELLA PESCAIA, GROSSETO
ARCH. STUDIO IDEA

    www.lemortelle.itwww.lemortelle.it
    ww.winearchitecture.it/cantine/fattoria-le-mortelleww.winearchitecture.it/cantine/fattoria-le-mortelle
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    www.frescobaldi.itwww.frescobaldi.it
    www.winearchitecture.it/cantine/tenuta-ammiragliawww.winearchitecture.it/cantine/tenuta-ammiraglia

Tenuta Ammiraglia Winery

La Capitana 222, Montiano, Magliano In Toscana - Grosseto

Tenuta dell’Ammiraglia is situated in the heart of Maremma, an area with a 
great potential for top-quality winegrowing and production. The Marchesi 
Frescobaldi family has been producing wine in Tuscany for over seven 
centuries. Their wine was already well-known in the Renaissance age, gracing 
the tables of Pope Leone X and King Henry VIII of England: The winery, 
designed by architect Sartogo, is a perfect example of design at the service 
of production quality and respect for the surrounding environment:  its 
makes use of the gravity flow and renewable energy sources for winemaking 
and has the roof covered with plants to increase the building’s integration 
with the landscape and create the ideal microclimate in the underground 
barrique cellar. 

TENUTA AMMIRAGLIA WINERY 
9  MAGLIANO IN TOSCANA, GROSSETO

ARCH. PIERO SARTOGO 

    www.cantinadimontalcino.itwww.cantinadimontalcino.it
    www.winearchitecture.it/architetture/cantina-di-montalcino-architetto-giannelliwww.winearchitecture.it/architetture/cantina-di-montalcino-architetto-giannelli

Montalcino Winery

Val di Cava, Montalcino - Siena

The Montalcino Winery is located in the Val di Cava area and has been 
recently renovated into a modern building, whose roof covering blends in 
with the sweet rolling Sienese hills. Steel and wood, technology and nature, 
modernity and tradition  combine to give top-quality Brunello wine, while 
fully respecting the environment and local traditions. Over 50% of the 
building develops below the ground floor in order to facilitate temperature 
control and energy conservation. Most of the energy required is produced 
independently and with the help of a photovoltaic system. Sewage is treated 
in natural purification plants, providing ventilation and oxygenation. 

MONTALCINO WINERY 
10  MONTALCINO, SIENA

ARCH. TOMMASO GIANNELLI, ING. CORRADO PROSPERI 
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    www.collemassari.itwww.collemassari.it
    www.fondazionebertarelli.itwww.fondazionebertarelli.it
    www.winearchitecture.it/cantine/cantina-collemassariwww.winearchitecture.it/cantine/cantina-collemassari

Collemassari Winery 

Poggi al Sasso - Cinigiano - Grosseto

The Castello Collemassari wine estate is located at the foot of Mount 
Amiata, facing the Tyrrhenian Sea at 320 meters above sea level, with a 
microclimate favored by the sea breeze and large night-day temperature 
swings. Designed by architect Edoardo Milesi, the building revolves around 
concepts such as energy conservation, green building, quality of workplace 
environment and ecological engineering, which  have guided the design and 
accurate choice of every single component and material. In the Collemassari 
Winery’s design, architecture functions as a dynamic solution to all the issues 
commonly encountered in these workplaces. Not a drop of water is wasted 
during the winemaking stages. 

COLLEMASSARI WINERY 
11  CINIGIANO, GROSSETO 

ARCH. EDOARDO MILESI 

    www.valdellerose.itwww.valdellerose.it

Barrique cellar of the  Val delle Rose Winery

Località Poggio la Mozza - Grosseto

Set along the Maremma coast, in the productive heart of the Morellino 
di Scansano winegrowing area, the Val delle Rose estate, owned by the 
Cecchi Family, extends in all its beauty over two hundred hectares planted 
with vineyards. The winery, built from scratch, was designed by Studio Rosi, 
which focused on the optimization of technical and architectural details. 
The barrique cellar and vat room feature a clean design, both formally and 
functionally, and spread over 3,000 square meters, along with the enological 
laboratory. Instead, the interiors and distribution of space in the lodging area 
(about 2,000 square meters) were designed by the Luigi Fragola Architects 
firm, which infused it with the cozy atmosphere of a private home. 

VAL DELLE ROSE 
12  POGGIO LA MOZZA, GROSSETO 

ARCH. STUDIO ROSI - LUIGI FRAGOLA ARCHITECTS
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    www.salcheto.itwww.salcheto.it
    www.winearchitecture.it/architetture/cantina-salcheto-architetto-manelliwww.winearchitecture.it/architetture/cantina-salcheto-architetto-manelli

Salcheto Winery

Via di Villa Bianca 15, Montepulciano - Siena

The winery’s design was personally curated by Michele Manelli, president 
of Salcheto, who coordinated a working group and several professional 
technicians in the construction and renewable energy field, thus,  providing 
the ideal Sangiovese winemaking environment. 
The guesthouse was designed to be located in the middle of the winery, 
close to the working spaces, where visitors are welcomed into the small 
restaurant’s vegetable garden and a reception area where everyone stops for 
a cup of coffee.  The building clearly reveals the intention of creating a work 
that “marks the landscape”  by overcoming the challenge posed by beauty 
and economic, social and environmental quality.
(Michele Manelli)

CANTINA SALCHETO 
13  MONTEPULCIANO, SIENA 

PROJECT CURATED BY MICHELE MANELLI 

    www.podernuovoapalazzone.com/cantina/www.podernuovoapalazzone.com/cantina/
    www.premio-architettura-toscana.it/author/alessioalvisikirimoto-it/www.premio-architettura-toscana.it/author/alessioalvisikirimoto-it/

Podernuovo Winery in Palazzone

Le Vigne 203, Palazzone, San Casciano dei Bagni - Siena

The new building, which was awarded the 2017 Tuscany Architecture Prize, 
was designed to blend completely in with the natural surroundings: the 
Sienna-colored walls make the winery appear as a natural extension of 
the landscape. The long corridor leads to the winemaking spaces, from 
the vinification room to the wine ageing cellar. The tasting room, with its 
breathtaking view, allows visitors to enjoy wine nearly en plein air. The 
gardens and terraces surround the whole building, which is perfectly 
integrated with the environment and uses natural energy to keep emissions 
close to zero. 

PODERNUOVO WINERY 
14  SAN CASCIANO DEI BAGNI, SIENA 

ARCH. ALVISI KIRIMOTO & PARTNERS 
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    www.frescobaldi.com  www.frescobaldi.com  
    www.artistiperfrescobaldi.it/collezione/www.artistiperfrescobaldi.it/collezione/
    www.architetturatoscana.it/at2011/scheda.php?scheda=SI25www.architetturatoscana.it/at2011/scheda.php?scheda=SI25

The village of Castelgiocondo 
dominates the historic Marchesi 
Frescobaldi estate in Montalcino, 
an ancient fortress built in 1100 
to protect the route that led from 
the sea to Siena. The new barrique 
cellar, designed by the Sartogo firm, 
is both a technical and reception 
room. The rectangular-shaped space 
is subdivided into two axial sections 
marked by the rhythmical scansion 
of the supporting elements. The 
only above-ground elements are 
the cylindrical-shaped entry with 
double terrace steps and a water 
basin.  Castelgiocondo houses also a 
collection of contemporary works of 
art by artists who have been taking 
part  in the Artists Biennale Prize 
for Frescobaldi since 2013: an ever-
changing collection, continuously 
enriched with new works.

MARCHESI 
FRESCOBALDI 
WINERY 

15  MONTALCINO, SIENA
SARTOGO ARCHITETTI 
ASSOCIATI

Marchesi Frescobaldi Winery

Castelgiocondo, Montalcino - Siena

    www.coltibuono.comwww.coltibuono.com

Badia a Coltibuono Winery

Strada Traversa del Chianti, Monti, Gaiole in Chianti - Siena

Passed down through six generations of the same family, the winery has 
always been passionately committed to its roots and extraordinary history. 
In this place where, one thousand years ago, monks developed sustainable 
farming methods, the Stucchi family has been carrying on the local tradition 
by practicing organic agriculture, for the purpose of keeping the soil healthy 
and productive for the future generations and preserving the biodiversity 
of the Chianti landscape, considered to be  a heritage worth saving. The 
new winery was built in 1999 to the design of Sartogo, who also designed 
Frescobaldi’s new wineries. 

BADIA A COLTIBUONO WINERY 
16  GAIOLE IN CHIANTI, SIENA

SARTOGO ARCHITETTI ASSOCIATI
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In addition to its contemporary artistic and architectural heritage, 
Tuscany offers a rich program of seasonal and regular events, festivals 
and cultural offerings targeted to the needs of a contemporary 
audience. The events and festivals listed below are the most popular, 
well-known and well-established ones. Florence is, of course, the city 
that hosts over a quarter of the region’s most important festivals, but 
which take place in other parts of Tuscany as well, including the cities of 
Arezzo, Grosseto, Leghorn, Lucca, Pisa, Pistoia, Prato, Siena and in the 
Lucchesia, Maremma, Valdera, Valdelsa and Arezzo areas.
Many are the music events and festivals: in Florence, Prato, Pistoia, 
Lucca, Barga and Pisa, Peccioli, Follonica and Grosseto. Dance and the 
body arts are represented by Virgilio Sieni, with his Democracy of the 
Body Festival, and by well-established events such as Fabbrica Europa 
and Florence Dance in Florence, and Inequilibrio-Armunia in Rosignano 
Marittimo. Theater and performing arts are staged in Florence and 
in Certaldo, Prato, Marina di Pietrasanta, Rosignano Marittimo, 
Sansepolcro, Valdera and Volterra. Cinema is celebrated at international 
festivals in Lucca and Siena, and at  Florence’s Festival dei Popoli and 
Schermo dell’arte. The main International photography events take 
place in Cortona and Lucca.
There are also a number of new generation festivals, devoted to theater 
and architecture  (Chiostro delle Geometrie, Florence), artist’s lights 
(F-Light, Florence), circular economy (Recò, Prato), contemporary 
identities (Dialoghi sull’uomo, Pistoia), comics and games (Lucca Comics 
& Games), literature and current events (La Versiliana), Internet and 
books (Pisa), the city on the water and satire (Leghorn) and ecology 
(Grosseto). All this is the “live show” staged by contemporary Tuscany. 

EVENTS AND FESTIVALS

1.1.  Firenze Firenze | | 2.2. Prato  Prato | | 3.3. Pistoia  Pistoia | | 4.4. Lucca  Lucca | | 5.5. Barga Barga  -  Lucca - Lucca
6.6. Marina di Pietrasanta Marina di Pietrasanta  -  Lucca - Lucca   | | 7.7. Pisa  Pisa | | 8.8. Peccioli Peccioli  -  Pisa - Pisa   | | 9.9. Volterra Volterra  -  Pisa  -  Pisa 
10.10. Livorno  Livorno | | 11.11. Rosignano Rosignano  -  Livorno - Livorno   | | 12.12. Follonica Follonica  -  Grosseto - Grosseto   | | 13.13.  RispesciaRispescia  -  Grosseto - Grosseto
14.14. Siena Siena  | | 15.15.  CertaldoCertaldo  -  Firenze - Firenze   | | 16.16. Arezzo Arezzo  | | 17.17. Cortona Cortona  -  Arezzo - Arezzo   | | 18.18. Sansepolcro Sansepolcro  -  Arezz - Arezzoo
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1  FLORENCE
La democrazia del Corpo
(dance, performances)
February-April/ October-December
www.virgiliosieni.it
Organized by the Virgilio Sieni Company, 
the Festival aims to develop a community 
of gestures, made up of citizens repre-
senting a “participant” audience. 

Fabbrica Europa
(dance, theater, music, art) May-July
www.fabbricaeuropa.net
Established in 1994, Fabbrica Europa is 
a space for contemporary arts and lan-
guages. A stage as well as a research and 
experimentation workshop, Fabbrica Eu-
ropa gave back to the city an industrial 
archaeology site, Stazione Leopolda, by 
converting it for cultural use. 

Florence Dance Festival
Performing Artsù
(dance, performances) June-August
www.florencedancefestival.org
One of the main events of Florence’s 
summer season in a special venue: the 
Large Cloister of the Church of Santa Ma-
ria Novellla. 

Firenze Rocks
(pop, rock music) June
www.firenzerocks.it
One of Europe’s and Italy’s most pres-
tigious rock festivals, Firenze Rocks has 
been held at the Visarno Arena since 2017.

MusArt Festival
(music) July
www.facebook.com/MusArtFestival 
The Florentine summer event held in July 
on Piazza Santissima Annunziata. Roberto 
Bolle, Francesco De Gregori, Baustelle, 
Jethro Tull are some of the stars  who 

have performed on the MusArt stage. 

Firenze Suona Contemporanea
(contemporary music, art) September
Established in 2008 under the artistic 
direction of Andrea Cavallari, the event 
combines music and art for the pur-
pose of relaunching traditional museum 
spaces as contemporary venues. Artists 
such as Kentridge, Kounellis, Vanessa 
Beecroft, Nyman and major international 
ensembles have performed at the festival. 

Firenze Jazz Festival
(jazz music) September
www.firenzejazzfestival.it
Clubs, bars and cocktail bars of the Ol-
trarno neighborhood turn into temporary 
jazz clubs which attract lots of local, na-
tional and international musicians. 

Tempo Reale Festival
(musical research, electronic music) 
September-December
www.temporeale.it
With its festival, Tempo Reale (a musical 
research, production and educational 
center founded by Luciano Berio) has 
taken on a virtual challenge by creating 
a number of events devoted to sound re-
search, electronic music and the various 
languages of contemporary musi. 

Festival dei Popoli 
International Documentary Film Festival
(cinema, documentary films, art) November
www.festivaldeipopoli.org
Founded in 1959 by a group of human 
science scholars, anthropologists, sociol-
ogists, ethnologists and media experts, 
Festival dei Popoli or the Italian Institute 
for Social Documentation Films, is also It-
aly’s main International Documentary Film 
Festival, as well as Europe’s oldest one. 

Roberto Zappalà, La Democrazia del Corpo  |  Firenze Rocks  |  Sang Jijia, Re Mark, Fabbrica Europa
William Kentridge & Joanna Dudley, Firenze Suona Contemporanea

Musica Moltiplicata, 2015, Tempo Reale Festival  |  Leonardo. Il Visionario, Florence Dance Festival
Festival dei Popoli  |  Cinema La Compagnia, Lo schermo dell’arte XII edizione, 2019
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Conferences, theater performances, 
music and shows and tours of  Pra-
to-based companies. Tuscany, with its 
circular districts, shows its most innova-
tive side. 

Festival delle Colline
Poggio a Caiano - Prato
(music, videos) July
www.festivaldellecolline.com
It is one of the oldest music festivals of 
the Prato area, held in lovely local lo-
cations, from the sweet hills of Poggio 
a Caiano and its Medicean Villa, to the 
spectacular Rocca di Carmignano and 
the city’s art venues. 

Contemporanea Festival
(theater, art, performances) September

www.contemporaneafestival.it
A yearly performing arts event which 
has been held in Prato in late Septem-
ber since 1999, for the purpose of con-
veying the changes and languages of 
our time through shows, installations, 
performances and events. 

3  PISTOIA  
Dialoghi sull’Uomo
(anthropology, literature, philosophy) 
May
www.dialoghisulluomo.it
Dialogues: between speakers, between 
different subjects, between speakers 
and the audience, because the import-
ant thing is to communicate, learn and 
exchange views. A cultural festival de-
voted to contemporary anthropology. 

Lo Schermo dell’arte
Film Festival
(Art, Videos) November
www.schermodellarte.org
Established in Florence in 2008, Lo 
Schermo dell’Arte is devoted to ex-
ploring and promoting the relations 
between contemporary art and cinema, 
an original and unique event of the Ital-
ian and international visual arts scene. 

F-Light Festival
(artist’s lights, installations, videos) 
December
www.flightfirenze.it
For one month, from December 8 to 
January 6, the Festival lights up the 
city’s night scene by decorating squares 
and monuments through video and 

projection mapping, light shows and 
artistic installations. 
Nel Chiostro delle Geometrie
(architecture, art, performances, new 
technologies)
www.teatrostudiokrypton.it
Conceived by Teatro Studio Krypton, 
the event is held between June and 
September at the Complex of Santa 
Verdiana (the University’s Department 
of Architecture) with conferences, in-
stallations, performances, theater, 
dance, architecture, music and experi-
mentation. 

2  PRATO
Recò. Circular Economy Festival 
(theater, music, shows) March
www.recofestival.it

Kinkaleri, Contemporanea Festival |  Calexico, Centro Pecci  |  Pistoia, Dialoghi sull’uomo Photolux Festival  |  Caffè de La Versiliana  |  Lucca Comics & Games  |  Lucca Summer Festival



125EVENTS AND FESTIVALS124 EVENTS AND FESTIVALS

Pisa Jazz  |  Pisa Books Festival  |  Internet Festival  |  Il Senso del Ridicolo  |  Effetto Venezia
Jad Tak, Inequilibrio  |  11 Lune a Peccioli  |  Teatro dei Venti, Kilowatt Festival

Pistoia Blues
(blues, rock music) July
www.pistoiablues.com
Started in 1980, Pistoia Blues soon estab-
lished itself as one of Italy’s major music 
festivals. Pistoia’s squares have added 
new chapters to the history of blues and 
rock music in the past few decades by 
hosting stars such as B.B. King, Frank 
Zappa, Bob Dylan and many more. 

4  LUCCA  
Lucca Film Festival and Europa Cinema
(cinema) April
www.luccafilmfestival.it
It is a yearly event aimed at celebrating 
and disseminating the culture of fillm-
making through film screenings, art exhi-
bitions, conferences and concerts in the 
charming settings of Lucca and Viareg-
gio with international guests like Oliver 
Stone, David Lynch, George Romero.

Lucca Summer Festival
(pop, rock music) June-July
www.summer-festival.com
The Festival was established in 1998 for 
the purpose of bringing the best of inter-
national music to the heart of Tuscany. It 
is mostly held in the natural theatre of Pi-
azza Napoleone, in Lucca’s historic center 
and along the city’s Renaissance walls. 

Lucca Comics & Games
(comics, cartoons, publishing) October
www.luccacomicsandgames.com
It is the largest European festival devoted 
to comics, games, videogames, illustra-
tions and television series, held between 
late October and early November. 

Photolux Festival
(photography) November-December
www.photoluxfestival.it

Photolux offers a selection from the inter-
national photography scene, though on-
going research on both the well-known 
and upcoming names of photography 
and new photographic languages. In 
2015, Photolux joined the Festival of 
Light, a network that gathers the world’s 
major photography festivals. 

5  BARGA (LUCCA)  
Barga Jazz Festival
(jazz music ) July-August
www.bargajazz.it
It is a summer jazz music event which has 
been held in Barga since 1986. The fes-
tival has been taking place at the eigh-
teenth-century Teatro dei Differenti, in 
the town’s historic center, since 1999. 

6  MARINA DI PIETRASANTA (LUCCA)  
Festival La Versiliana
(theatre, literature, current events) Summertime
www.versilianafestival.it
Held in the large theatre nestled in the 
pinewood so dear to D’Annunzio, in the 
Villa by the same name and magnificent 
avenues that  run along it, the Versiliana 
Festival offers every day, throughout July 
and August, a rich and varied program 
of events, shows, concerts, cultural initia-
tives and lectures. 

7  PISA
Pisa Jazz
(music) January-May
www.pisajazz.it
The “Pisa Jazz” project is a program of 
initiatives held throughout the year in var-
ious city locations. From the club on Via 
Franceschi to Teatro Sant’Andrea, from 
Cinema Nuovo to Palazzo dei Congressi, 
from the summer Argini beach to the Ver-
di Theater’s large hall. 
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the Tuscan summer scene under the ar-
tistic direction of Paolo Ruffini. 

Grey Cat Jazz Festival
(jazz music) August
www.facebook.com/GreyCatJazzFestival/
One of Italy’s most prestigious and old-
est jazz music festivals which is held in 
various towns of the Maremma area. 

13  RISPESCIA (GR) 
Festambiente
(music, cinema, theater, ecology) Au-
gust
www.festambiente.it
The national Legambiente eco-festival 
is held every year in August in Ripescia, 
at the gates of the Maremma Park. A 
sort of green “village” where the en-
vironmental issue is discussed for ten 
days with music, film screenings, shows 
and organic food. It is Europe’s major 
environmental event. 

14  SIENA  
Terra Di Siena International
Film Festival
(cinema) September
www.terradisienafilmfestival.eu
The Festival, established  by Maria Pia 
Corbelli in 1996, boasts many collabo-
rations with international festivals such 
as Berlin, Cannes, Toronto and Venice. 
In 2014, the Festival created the Green 
Carpet to promote eco-sustainable 
culture. 

15  CERTALDO (FI)  
Mercantia - Festival Internazionale
Del Quarto Teatro
(street theater, performances, art) July
www.mercantiacertaldo.it
It is Italy’s major street theater festival 
which is annually held for five days in July 

in Certaldo. Hundreds of artists flock ev-
ery year to this magnificent village, the 
birthplace of Giovanni Boccaccio. 

16  AREZZO  
Men/Go Music Fest
(music) July
www.mengomusicfest.com
The Festival was started in 2002, when 
some local bands performed on a Sun-
day in June in a park in the suburbs. 
From that experience, repeated in 2006 
and curated by Associazione Music!, 
the Festival has grown into an admis-
sion-free yearly music event attended 
by the best local bands and well-known 
musicians. 

17  CORTONA (AR)  
Cortona On The Move - Festival
Internazionale Di Fotografia
(photography) July-September
www.cortonaonthemove.com
It is an international festival of con-
temporary photography held every 
year, from July to September, in Cor-
tona. The program includes many ex-
hibitions, housed in the historic center 
buildings, gatherings with internation-
ally-renowned photographers, prizes 
and events. 

18  SANSEPOLCRO (AR)  
Kilowatt Festival
L’energia Della Scena Contemporanea
(theatre, dance, performances, art) 
summertime
www.kilowattfestival.it
During the month of July, the streets 
of the town of Sansepolcro are filled 
with theater and dance performances, 
contemporary circus shows and music 
events organized by the CapoTrave / 
Kilowatt Cultural Association.

Internet Festival, Forme Di Futuro 
(information, digital innovation, digital 
citizenship, training) October
www.internetfestival.it
It is a Festival devoted to the Net, In-
novation and Digital Revolution theme, 
designed to analyze and reflect on the 
deep changes that digital innovation is 
bringing about to our life and society and 
to spread the digital culture, owing to a 
conscious use of the Net and new tech-
nologies.  

Pisa Book Festival
(literature, publishing) November
www.pisabookfestival.com
Established in 2003 for the purpose of 
promoting Italian independent publish-
ers, the Festival has grown enough for it 
to claim a leading  role on the national 
and international scene. 

8  PECCIOLI  
11 Lune A Peccioli
(theatre,  music, events) July
www.fondarte.peccioli.net
A theater and music festival that was 
started in Peccioli in 2005. The Fonte 
Mazzola Amphitheater was inaugurat-
ed in July 2007: it is entirely made with 
eco-friendly materials and inspired  by 
the utmost respect for the environment. 

9  VOLTERRA (PI)  
Festival Internazionale Del Teatro 
Romano Di Volterra
July-August
www.teatroromanovolterra.it
The Festival was established in 2003 and 
was awarded many recognitions for the 
promotion of Mediterranean culture and 
the magnificent Roman Theater. It is held 
every year from the second week of July 
to the first week of August.  

10  LEGHORN 
Effetto Venezia
(music, theater, art, culture) July-August
www.livorno-effettovenezia.it
Established in 1986, Effetto Venezia is 
one of the most popular events on the 
Tuscan summer scene, held in the Vene-
zia Nuova neighborhood, one of the city’s 
most picturesque and liveliest spots. 

Il senso del ridicolo 
(satire, comedy, humor) September 
www.ilsensodelridicolo.it
It’s the first Italian festival of humor, com-
edy and satire, featuring three days of 
gatherings, readings and events in Italy’s 
most “caustic” city. Stefano Bartezzaghi 
is the artistic director with  the collabora-
tion of Sara Chiappori.

11  ROSIGNANO MARITTIMO (LI) 
Festival Inequilibrio - Armunia
(art, dance, theater) June-July
www.armunia.eu
The Festival was established in 1998 
and is organized by Armunia, whose 
main goal, since 1996, has been that of 
supporting the most interesting con-
temporary art practices. Initially held at 
Castiglioncello’s Castello Pasquini, in 
October 2019 Armunia moved to the 
former Fattoria Arcivescovile within the 
fourteenth-century Castle of Rosignano 
Marittimo to continue its program of re-
search and artistic residency. 

12  FOLLONICA E MAREMMA (GR)  
Follonica Summer Festival
(music, theater) August
www.follonicasummerfestival.it
Held in the over 10-hectare green arena 
near the sea of Follonica’s Central Park, 
the Follonica Summer Festival is one 
of the most popular artistic festivals on 
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